
Objective:        

To examine 

colonial 

characteristics and 

governments.

USHC 1.1

USHC 1.2

New Hampshire

Massachusetts
New   

York

Rhode Island

Connecticut
New Jersey

Delaware

Maryland

Pennsylvania

Virginia

North Carolina

South Carolina
Georgia

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/label/13/label13.GIF


Colonial Regions KEY

New England

Middle Colonies

Southern 

Colonies

Massachusetts, New 

Hampshire, Rhode Island, 

Connecticut

New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Delaware

Maryland, Virginia, North 

Carolina, South Carolina, 

Georgia



• They then established 

colonies in a New World.

St. Augustine – 1585 (Spain)     

Jamestown – 1607 (England) 

Plymouth – 1620 (England)

• England, France,
and Holland began 

searching for a 

westward route to 

Asia in order to 

compete with Spain and 

Portugal.
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• Most English colonists 

received a charter to 

travel and settle by the 

Virginia Company.

Charter – legal 

document giving certain 

rights to a person or 

company

• The settlers at 

Plymouth were 

originally intended for 

Virginia, but landed in 

Massachusetts by 

mistake.
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New England Colonies

Religion was the primary 

motivation for leaving Europe

Puritans – strict religious group

Massachusetts – best example 

of a religious New England colony



Middle Colonies

• The most cultural, economic, and 

religious diversity.

• Pennsylvania - Quaker

settlement – best example of a 

middle colony 

•Home to large cities of commerce 

and agriculture.



Southern Colonies

The Southern Colonies were 

established to make money.

Most commonly through agriculture 

due to good climate and soil.

Led to the Plantation system in 

many parts of the South.

Virginia is the best example of a 

Southern colony. 



British Influences

• Magna Carta (1215)

Law is supreme

Civil Rights

Taxation = Representation

• English Bill of Rights (1689)

Protected citizens from the 

government



House of Burgesses, 1619 in Virginia (VA)

representative government – a government 

in which voters elect representatives to make laws

for them.



• Mayflower Compact, 

1620 in Massachusetts, an 

agreement to make laws for the 

benefit of the whole 

settlement.
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