
Objective: To examine the causes of the Spanish – 

American War. USHC 5.2 

The Battleship Maine 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/hispanic/1898/trask.html


José Martí - Cuban patriot 

that wrote about the need 

for Cuban independence. 

He died fighting the 

Spanish in 1895. 

José Martí - 1875 

http://www.josemarti.org/jose_marti/jose_marti_fotos/jose_marti_fotos.htm


General Valeriano Weyler – Spanish governor of Cuba that 

used brutal tactics against the Cubans. He was responsible for 

detaining over 500,000 Cubans and killing over 100,000.  

* Americans 

sympathized 

with the Cuban 

desire for 

freedom.  

http://www.pbs.org/crucible/cartoon4.html


- Joseph Pulitzer’s World and William Randolph Hearst’s 

Journal competed to publish the most grisly stories of Spanish 

cruelty. 

Yellow Journalism 

(left) 

Joseph 

Pulitzer 

and 

(right) 

William 

Randolph 

Hearst 

http://www.lexhamarts.org/theater/Pulitzer/JosephPulitzer.jpg


• bold headlines and articles 

Examples of Yellow Journalism:  

http://www.pbs.org/crucible/headline1.html
http://www.pbs.org/crucible/headline2.html


· political cartoons that portrayed the Spanish as bloodthirsty.  

http://www.pbs.org/crucible/cartoon7.html


http://www.mrberlin.com/8th/world_power/spanishbrute.jpg
http://www.mrberlin.com/8th/world_power/spanishbrute.jpg


· Joseph Pulitzer once stated, “You supply me the photos, I’ll 

supply you the war.” 

http://www.nwhm.org/womenwithdeadlines/images/Yellow_Kids_cartoon_pg_28%5B1.jpg


- President McKinley, however, wanted to avoid war with 

Spain. 

http://www.pbs.org/crucible/cartoon6.html


Remember the Maine! 

· President McKinley sent the battleship Maine to Cuba to 

protect American citizens and property. 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/hispanic/1898/trask.html


· An explosion destroyed the Maine killing 260 U.S. sailors. 

http://havanajournal.com/images/gallery/battleship-maine-5.jpg


· Spain was accused of destroying the Maine, even though it 

has never been proven. 

· On April 25, 1898, 

Congress declared war on 

Spain. 

http://www.pbs.org/crucible/headline1.html



