
Objective: To analyze the political, economic, and social 

factors of Reconstruction. USHC 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

• freedmen

• Reconstruction

- Men and women who had been slaves.

- rebuilding of the South after the Civil War



The Defeated South 

A: Because the majority of battles took place in the South, many 

Southern houses, farms, bridges, and railroads were destroyed.

Q: Based upon your observations of the map below, how were the North 

and the South effected differently as a result of the Civil War?

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/7c/American_Civil_War_Battles_by_Theater,_Year.png/535px-American_Civil_War_Battles_by_Theater,_Year.png


Grounds of the Ruined Arsenal with Scattered Shot 

and Shell - Richmond, VA, April 1865 

http://www.civilwarphotos.net/files/images/231.jpg


Guns and Ruined Buildings Near the Tredegar Iron Works -

Richmond, VA, April 1865 

http://www.civilwarphotos.net/files/images/617.jpg


Right: Atlanta, Georgia

Above: Charleston, South 

Carolina

http://www.uwec.edu/freitard/GroupAndMinority/Atlanta/images/atlanta civil war.JPG
http://www.magicalcat.com/images-recon/hap00068.jpg


Crippled Locomotive, Richmond & Petersburg Railroad Depot 

- Richmond, VA, 1865 

http://www.civilwarphotos.net/files/images/712.jpg


A Southern armored railroad gun 

has gone as far as it can on these 

rails, typifying Civil War 

destruction of Southern railroad 

tracks. (Virginia)

This famous photo was taken 

looking across the ruins of the 

railroad bridge in 

Fredericksburg, Virginia

http://southern.railfan.net/ties/1961/61-12/art1.jpg
http://www.nps.gov/archive/frsp/images/bridge.JPG


· Confederate money became worthless, and banks closed.

- Newly freed slaves, or freedmen, had no money, jobs, or 

housing.

http://www.nevada-history.org/1861_10_confederate.html


constructionRe

The period of time 

after the Civil War 

when the South was 

rebuilt.

The federal program to 

rebuild the South.

1865 - 1877



Competing Reconstruction Plans

Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan:

I. Once 10% of the state’s voters swore loyalty to the U.S….

II.    …Southern states could rejoin the national government after they 

abolished slavery.



Congress’ Wade-Davis Bill:

I.  It required that a majority of Southern white men swear loyalty to the 

U.S….

II. …and denied former Confederate soldiers the right to vote or hold 

political office.



· Vice-President Andrew Johnson became President 

after the assassination of Abraham Lincoln.

President Andrew Johnson

President Johnson’s Reconstruction Plan:

I.  The majority of voters in each Southern state must pledge their 

loyalty to the U.S….

II.  …and each state must ratify (approve) the Thirteenth Amendment.

• The Thirteenth Amendment, which banned slavery, was 

ratified on Dec.6, 1865

http://www.visitingdc.com/images/andrew-johnson-picture.jpg


· The Freedmen’s Bureau provided food, clothing, jobs, medical care, 

and education for millions of former slaves and poor whites.

Freedmen’s Bureau

A teacher and elementary school students posing on the steps of the Hill 

School, ca. late 19th Century. The school was a part of the 

Christiansburg Institute, which was  first opened by the U. S. Freedmen's 

Bureau in 1866. (Montgomery County, VA)

http://www.christiansburginstitute.org/images/highres/key_students.jpg


Black Codes -

laws that severely limited 

the rights of freedmen.

African-

Americans were 

forbidden from…

…voting.

…owning guns.

…serving on juries.

…running for political office.



Section 6. All contracts for labor made with freedmen, free negroes 

and mulattoes for a longer period than one month shall be in 

writing…and if the laborer shall quit the service of the employer before 

the expiration of his term of service, without good cause, he shall forfeit 

his wages for that year up to the time of quitting. 

"Black Codes" of Mississippi – 1865

Section 3. …it shall not be lawful for any freedman, free negro or 

mulatto to intermarry with any white person; nor for any person to 

intermarry with any freedman, free negro or mulatto; and any person 

who shall so intermarry shall be deemed guilty of felony, and on 

conviction thereof shall be confined in the State penitentiary for life; 

Section 5. Every freedman, free negro and mulatto shall…have a 

lawful home or employment, and shall have written evidence thereof…if 

living in any incorporated city, town, or village, a license from that mayor 

thereof; and if living outside of an incorporated city, town, or village, from 

the member of the board of police of his beat, …which license may be 

revoked for cause at any time by the authority granting the same.



Radical Republicans - members of the Republican party that 

believed President Johnson was too lenient on the South.

http://www.assumption.edu/users/mcclymer/His130/P-H/freedmen/PresidentialReconstruction.jpg


Radical Reconstruction: The President and Congress Clash

Background Information: Congress had enough votes to override all 

Presidential vetoes!

President Johnson v. Congress

Conflict #1

Congress passed the Civil Rights Act in 1866, giving U.S. 

citizenship to African-Americans.

President Johnson vetoed the bill.

Representatives in Congress overrode the veto. 

(with a 2/3 majority vote)

Round 1 winner: CONGRESS!



President Johnson v. Congress

Conflict #2

President Johnson opposed the 14th Amendment and convinced 

all Southern states, except Tennessee, to vote against it.

.

Round 2 winner: It’s a DRAW!

Congress attempted to ratify the 14th Amendment, which would…

…grant U.S. citizenship to all 

people born in the U.S.,

including former slaves.

…make it illegal to discriminate 

against people,

making black codes 

unconstitutional.



President Johnson v. Congress

Conflict #3

Congress passed the Tenure of Office Act in 1867. 

This law stated that the President could not remove 

members of his Cabinet without Senate approval.

Tenure of Office Act

Secretary 

Stanton, you’re 

FIRED!

DARN

!

Secretary of War 

Edwin Stanton

Round 3 winner:

CONGRESS!

So, Congress thinks I 

need THEIR approval to 

fire a member of my own 

Cabinet? HAH! Let’s see 

them stop me!

Pres. Johnson

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USASstanton.jpg


President Johnson v. Congress

Conflict #4

President Johnson vetoed the

Reconstruction Act.

.
Round 4 winner:

CONGRESS!

Congress passed the Reconstruction Act in 1867. This law…

…threw out all 

Southern states

that refused to 

ratify the 14th

Amendment.

…required all Southern

States to:

• write a new state

Constitution.

• ratify the 14th

Amendment.

• allow all blacks the

right to vote.

…divided the South 

Into five military 

districts, each 

ruled by a U.S.

general.

Representatives in Congress  

overrode the veto with 

a 2/3 majority vote.



Military Reconstruction, 1867

http://history.sandiego.edu/gen/sespics/71853.jpg


1. South Carolina Dec. 20, 1860 July 9, 1868

2. Mississippi Jan. 9, 1861 Feb. 23, 1870

3. Florida Jan. 10, 1861 June 25, 1868

4. Alabama Jan. 11, 1861 July 13, 1868

5. Georgia Jan. 19, 1861 July 15, 1870

6. Louisiana Jan. 26, 1861 July 9, 1868

7. Texas March 2, 1861 March 30, 1870

8. Virginia April 17, 1861 Jan. 26, 1870

9. Arkansas May 6, 1861 June 22, 1868

10. North Carolina May 20, 1861 July 4, 1868

11. Tennessee June 8, 1861 July 24, 1866

Confederate States of America

State Seceded from 

the Union

Readmitted 

to the Union



- Analyze the cartoon “Tis But a Change in Banners”.

- What is the artist trying to say about presidential 

candidate Horatio Seymour and the Democratic Party?

1864 1868

http://elections.harpweek.com/1868/cartoon-1868-medium.asp?UniqueID=9&Year=1868


Ulysses S. Grant

1868 - Ulysses S. Grant, a 

Republican, wins the Presidential 

election, defeating Democrat 

Horatio Seymour.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d7/Ulysses_Grant_1870-1880.jpg/450px-Ulysses_Grant_1870-1880.jpg
http://elections.harpweek.com/1868/cartoon-1868-large.asp?UniqueID=1&Year=1868


http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/scripts/jimcrow/gallery.cgi?collection=crow


http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/scripts/jimcrow/gallery.cgi?collection=crow


1870 -The Fifteenth Amendment is ratified, making it illegal 

to deny African-Americans the right to vote.

http://www.historicaldocuments.com/15thAmendment-litho.jpg


Scalawags - Southern Republicans, often viewed as traitors by 

other white Southerners

Changes in Southern Politics

* Rich planters no longer controlled Southern society.

http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/collections/stats/elections/maps/1860.gif


Carpetbaggers - Northerners that moved to the South during 

Reconstruction looking for wealth, land, or to help the 

freedmen.

A cartoon from the 1870s 

makes fun of a Northern 

politician. It shows him as a 

carpetbagger, or a 

Northerner who moved to 

the South with only what 

he could carry in a small 

bag. (At the time, traveling 

bags were commonly 

made of carpet.) 

http://spider.georgetowncollege.edu/HTALLANT/COURSES/his312/jcoleman/carpet.jpg


Ku Klux Klan - secret group set up in the South after the 

Civil War. Members terrorized primarily African-Americans, 

but they targeted Catholics and Jews as well.

http://www.martinfrost.ws/htmlfiles/kkk_cart1.jpg


· Some Radical Republicans wanted to give each freedman 

“40 acres and a mule.” However, all the freedmen were given 

was their freedom.

- Sharecropper - farmer who works part of the land and gives 

the landowner part of the harvest

A Cycle of Poverty

Southern sharecropper picking cotton.

http://townsendcenter.berkeley.edu/images/40_Acres.jpg
http://www.ashp.cuny.edu/video/images/up2-3C_Sharecropper.jpg


*  As a result, freedmen were in constant debt to the landowners and 

were never able to earn a profit. If they tried to move, they could be 

arrested. Therefore, freedmen became tied down to the land, in a state 

similar to slavery.

How did sharecropping work?

· Freedmen would farm land belonging to white owners, oftentimes their 

old masters.

· Freedmen would pay rent for the land they farmed by giving the 

landowner a percentage of their crops.

· In addition, freedmen would purchase seed, tools, and other supplies 

from the landowner.

Plantation
Land worked by 

sharecroppers.



· Neither candidate, Republican Rutherford B. Hayes or 

Democrat Samuel Tilden, had enough electoral votes to win 

the election.

Election of 1876

http://teachpol.tcnj.edu/amer_pol_hist/fi/000000df.jpg


Compromise of 1877 

- A special commission of Congress awarded the tied 

Presidential election to the Republican Hayes, who 

immediately ended Reconstruction.

· Southerners could now vote again, and federal troops were 

removed from the South.

http://media.historynet.com/images/pod0129.jpg


· Poll taxes and literacy tests were used to prevent freedmen 

from voting.

Separate But Not Equal

Voting Restrictions:

http://americanhistory.si.edu/Brown/history/1-segregated/images/poll-tax-reciept.jpg


• In order to help poor, 

illiterate whites to vote, a 

grandfather clause was 

passed. 

Grandfather Clause

Dr. Manassa Thomas Pope was able to receive a 

voter registration card because his parents had been 

freed prior to 1867. He was one of only seven black 

voters in Raleigh and one of 31 in all of Wake 

County, NC.

• It stated that if a voter’s 

father or grandfather was 

eligible to vote on January 1, 

1867, they did not have to 

take a literacy test. 

•This allowed whites to vote, 

but not freedmen.

http://ncmuseumofhistory.org/workshops/civilrights1/pope_vote.jpg
http://ncmuseumofhistory.org/workshops/civilrights1/pope.jpg


Jim Crow Laws - laws passed 

by southerners to segregate 

public places, such as schools, 

restaurants, theaters, trains, 

hospitals, water fountains, and 

cemeteries.

The "Jim Crow" figure was a fixture of 

the minstrel shows that toured the 

South; a white man made up as a 

black man sang and mimicked 

stereotypical behavior in the name of 

comedy. 

The %22Jim Crow%22 figure was a fixture of the minstrel shows that toured the South; a white man made up as a black man sang and mimicked stereotypical behavior in the name of comedy.


Verse 1

Come listen all you galls and boys I's jist from Tuckyhoe,

I'm going to sing a little song, my name's Jim Crow,

(chorus)

Verse 2

I went down to de riber, I didn't mean to stay,

But dere I see so many galls, I couldn't get away.

(chorus)

Verse 3

Oh I'm a roarer on de fiddle, and down in old Virginny,

They say I play de skyentific like Massa Pagannini.

(chorus) 

Verse 4

I cut so many munky shines, I dance de galloppade; 

An' w'en I done, I res' my head, on shubble, hoe or spade.

(chorus)

Jump Jim Crow Chorus: 

Weel about and turn about and do jis so,

Eb'ry time I weel about and jump Jim Crow.



Verse 5

I met Miss Dina Scrub one day, I gib her sich a buss;

An' den she turn an' slap my face, an' make a mighty fuss.

(chorus)

Verse 6

De udder gals dey 'gin to fight, I tel'd dem wait a bit;

I'd hab dem all, jis one by one, as I tourt fit.

(chorus)

Verse 7

I wip de lion ob de west, I eat de alligator; 

I put more water in my mouf, den boil ten load ob 'tator.

(chorus)

Verse 8

De way dey bake de hoe cake, Virginny nebber tire; 

Dey put de doe upon de foot, an' stick 'em in de fire.

(chorus)

Chorus: 

Weel about and turn about and do jis so,

Eb'ry time I weel about and jump Jim Crow.



http://img.search.com/thumb/2/21/Minstrel_PosterBillyVanWare.jpg/280px-Minstrel_PosterBillyVanWare.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4d/1900s_SM_Coon_Coon_Coon.jpg
http://www.ferris.edu/jimcrow/zulu.jpg
http://www.ferris.edu/jimcrow/who/who_pages/082.htm


http://www.ferris.edu/jimcrow/who/who_pages/070.htm
http://www.ferris.edu/jimcrow/who/who_pages/emmett.htm
http://www.ferris.edu/jimcrow/who/who_pages/092.htm


http://www.maxwell.syr.edu/plegal/scales/plessyvis.html
http://www.maxwell.syr.edu/plegal/scales/plessyvis.html


http://www.maxwell.syr.edu/plegal/scales/plessyvis.html
http://www.maxwell.syr.edu/plegal/scales/plessyvis.html


Plessy v. Ferguson - The 

Supreme Court ruled that 

segregation was legal as long 

as facilities were “separate but 

equal”.

This cause came on to be heard 

on the transcript of the record 

from the Supreme Court of the 

State of Louisiana, and was 

argued by counsel.

On consideration whereof, It is 

now here ordered and adjudged 

by this Court that the judgement 

of the said Supreme Court, in 

this cause, be and the same is 

hereby, affirmed with costs.

http://www.historicaldocuments.com/PlessyvFergusonlg.htm


Sample Jim Crow Laws 

Florida: The schools for white children and the schools for negro 

children shall be conducted separately. 

Virginia: Any public hall, theatre, opera house, motion picture show or 

place of public entertainment which is attended by both white and 

colored persons shall separate the white race and the colored race. 

Maryland: All railroad companies are hereby required to provide 

separate cars or coaches for the travel and transportation of the white and 

colored passengers.

Louisiana: Any person...who shall rent any part of any such building to 

a negro person or a negro family when such building is already in whole 

or in part in occupancy by a white person or white family shall be guilty 

of a misdemeanor.

Florida: All marriages between a white person and a negro, or between a 

white person and a person of negro descent to the fourth generation 

inclusive, are hereby forever prohibited. 



http://www.city-data.com/forum/louisville-area/85418-kentucky-specifically-louisville-south-midwest-10.html


Lynchings in the United States by State



Background: In the 1890’s 

lynch mobs murdered over 

1,000 African Americans, 

mainly in the South.

Lynching victim, southern 

USA, ca. 1889

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Lynching-1889.jpg


African American Reformers

· journalist that used her newspaper Free Speech to protest 

against anti-black violence

Ida B. Wells

Ida B. Wells-Barnett, a black journalist, was shocked when 

three of her friends in Memphis, Tennessee were lynched for 

opening a grocery that competed with a white-owned store. 

Outraged, Wells-Barnett began a global anti-lynching 

campaign that raised awareness of the American injustice. 

· Wells urged African Americans to 

protest the lynching of three African 

Americans in Memphis, TN.

· Wells also urged African 

Americans to stop riding streetcars 

or shopping in white stores.

http://www.medarus.org/NM/NMImages/NM-10-06_Img_Blacks/10_06_Ida_B_Wells/wells_Barnett.jpg


African American Reformers

Booker T. Washington

- a self-taught former slave

- founded the Tuskegee Institute, still a 

leading black college today

- wrote about his success in his 

autobiography Up From Slavery.

- He stressed living in harmony with 

whites.

- He believed that African Americans 

needed to learn trades and earn a decent 

income in order to achieve political and 

social equality.

http://images.amazon.com/images/P/0393967255.01.LZZZZZZZ.jpg


- DuBois disagreed with 

Booker T. Washington’s 

acceptance of segregation.

African American Reformers

W.E.B. DuBois

· African American professor, author and 

public speaker

· DuBois formed the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 

1909 with Jane Addams and Lincoln Steffens.

Steffens

DuBois

Addams

http://www.nndb.com/people/472/000114130/lincoln-steffens-1-sized.jpg
http://www.naacp.org/home/index.htm
http://www.nndb.com/people/495/000082249/jane-addams-3.jpg
http://www.blackpast.org/files/blackpast_images/DuBois_w_e_.jpg


DuBois v. Washington

“When Mr. Washington 

apologizes for injustice, he 

does not rightly value the 

privilege and duty of voting, 

belittles the emasculating 

effects of caste distinctions, 

and opposes the higher 

training and ambition of our 

brighter minds…we must 

unceasingly and firmly 

oppose him.” 

– W.E.B. DuBois

“The wisest among my 

race understand that the 

agitation of questions of 

social equality is the 

extremist folly, and that 

progress in the enjoyment 

of all the privileges that 

will come to us must be the 

result of severe and 

constant struggle rather 

than of artificial forcing.”     

- Booker T. Washington


