
Objective: To examine the gains made as a result of the 

civil rights movement. USHC 8.1/8.2 
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• Civil rights groups such as the NAACP, the Congress of 

Racial Equality (CORE), and the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference (SCLC) led the non-violent fight 

against segregation in the South. 

· Blacks began to conduct sit-ins at white lunch counters 

throughout the South, refusing to leave until they were served. 

The Need for Change 
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• CORE 

organized 

Freedom 

Rides in 

which 

people rode 

buses from 

town to 

town trying 

to integrate 

bus 

terminals. 

http://biology.clc.uc.edu/Fankhauser/Society/freedom_rides/freedom_ride_jpegs/13_slide0007_image025.jpg


"At our first stop in 

Virginia . . . I [was] 

confronted with what 

the Southern white 

has called `separate 

but equal.' A modern 

rest station with 

gleaming counters 

and picture windows 

was labeled `White,' 

and a small wooden 

shack beside it was 

tagged `Colored.'"  

-- Freedom Rider 

William Mahoney 

http://www.crmvet.org/crmpics/pins/s-core.jpg


The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) set out to test the 

newly established interstate desegregation laws on 

transportation. An integrated group of Freedom Riders got 

as far as Anniston, Alabama where they were beaten, and the 

Greyhound bus was burned on May 4, 1961. 
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· The protesters 

continued their 

policy of civil 

disobedience even 

though they were 

frequently 

attacked.  

http://casadelogo.typepad.com/photos/uncategorized/rightwingjustice.jpg


• Dogs, fire hoses, and electric cattle prods were used to break 

up their protests. 

http://www.pensitoreview.com/images/photo-hosing-civil-rights-protesters.jpg


http://www.defendingthetruth.com/media-films/2117-moonbats-parade.html


March on 

Washington: 

· In 1963, over 200,000 

Americans marched on 

Washington, D.C. in a 

civil rights 

demonstration. 
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· Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his now-famous speech in 

which he proclaimed, “When we let freedom ring, when we 

let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every 

state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when 

all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and 

Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join 

hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, ‘Free 

at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at 

last!” 



· The Civil Rights Act of 

1964 did the following: 

Signing of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 by 

President Lyndon B. 

Johnson as Martin 

Luther King Jr. looks 

on 

Civil Rights Laws: 

- outlawed segregation 

in hiring and in all 

public places 

- protected the rights of 

all citizens to vote 
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· The Twenty-fourth 

Amendment was ratified 

in 1965, which banned 

poll taxes. 

"Here's another one for you."  

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/modern/jb_modern_polltax_1_e.html


Poll tax receipt 

Poll taxes required citizens to pay a fee to register to vote. 

These fees kept many poor African Americans, as well as poor 

whites, from voting.  

http://americanhistory.si.edu/Brown/history/1-segregated/images/poll-tax-reciept.jpg


· The 

Voting 

Rights 

Act of 

1965 

ended 

literacy 

tests and 

ensured 

that all 

voters 

were able 

to 

register 

to vote. 
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