
Objective: To examine the role of industrialization on 

immigration and urbanization at the turn of the 20th century. 

USHC 4.5

Prompt: Make a list of reasons why people immigrate from 

one country to another, then label each reason as either a 

“push” or “pull” factor.

push factor – condition that drives people from their 

homeland

pull factor – condition that attracts people to move to a new 

area



Immigration: late 19th and early 20th centuries

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/USimmig1820-1970.gif


Immigration
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Push 
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persecution

• Irish 
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political 

turmoil
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Push Factors: Continued

I. Fleeing Persecution

- From 1880 – 1914 three million Russian Jews came to 

the U.S. in order to escape religious attacks.

- Approximately two millions Armenians were killed in the 

former Ottoman Empire (Turkey). 



Jewish refugees at port of Liverpool, 1882

http://grossmanproject.net/pogroms.htm


“Scenes like this were common all over…Armenia…in 1915. 

Death in its several forms—massacre, starvation, exhaustion—

destroyed the larger part of the refugees.”                                      

– U.S. Ambassador Morgenthou

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Genocide


Fundraising poster for the 

American Committee for Relief 

in the Near East - the United 

States contributed a significant 

amount of aid to help 

Armenians during the 

Armenian Genocide. 



II. Famine / Poverty

• In the 1840’s, over one million people died in Ireland due to 

the Irish Potato Famine.

• As a result, over 1.5 million Irish immigrants came to the 

U.S. by 1860.

Irish immigrants 

arriving in the 

United States in 

1902.

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAEireland.htm


c.1910-1920; refugees of the Mexican Revolution

III. Political Turmoil

• Thousands of Mexicans came to the U.S. in order to escape 

from violence during the Mexican Revolution.

http://america-magna.blogspot.com/2008/08/mexican-revolution-overview.html


IV. Lack of Farmland in Europe

German Italian Puerto Rican 

English Japanese American

African Mexican Irish

• Land was scarce in 

Europe, but it was 

plentiful in the U.S.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Most_common_ancestries_in_the_United_States.svg


Immigration

late 19th and early 20th centuries

Pull 
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and passage
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Ellis Island

• From 1892 – 1924, approximately 22 million immigrants, 

mostly European, entered the United States through Ellis 

Island, NY

http://www.galenfrysinger.com/ellis_island_new_rork_city.htm


Angel Island

• From 1910 to 1940, thousands of immigrants, many of 

whom were Asian, entered the United States through Angel 

Island, CA.



German ship 

carrying 

immigrants to 

Ellis Island in 

steerage. 

(below deck)

http://www.galenfrysinger.com/ellis_island_new_rork_city.htm


The pens at Ellis Island, main hall. These people have passed 

the first mental inspection. (1902-1913)

http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/dgkeysearchdetail.cfm?trg=1&strucID=242892&imageID=416750&total=49&num=0&parent_id=239147&word=&s=&notword=&d=&c=&f=&k=0&sScope=&sLevel=&sLabel=&lword=&lfield=&imgs=20&pos=1&snum=&e=w


http://www.galenfrysinger.com/ellis_island_new_rork_city.htm


http://www.galenfrysinger.com/ellis_island_new_rork_city.htm


Adjusting to a New Land

· Most immigrants stayed in the cities where they landed.

· By 1900, lower Manhattan was the most crowded place in 

the world.

Hester Street, ca. 1900 

http://faculty.smu.edu/sweisenb/Hester Street.jpg


Essex Street, Lower East Side, New York City, ca. 1900 

http://faculty.smu.edu/sweisenb/newyork1.jpg


· Immigrants adjusted by settling in communities with people 

of their own ethnic group.

Little Italy, New York City A Jewish vendor, Lower East Side, NYC

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/13181/13181-h/13181-h.htm
http://www.nyc-architecture.com/SPEC/LES-146.jpg


- Assimilation was a long, slow process.

Assimilation - The process whereby a minority group 

gradually adopts the customs and attitudes of the majority 

culture.



· Chinese immigrants were 

frequently attacked, and 

occasionally killed, by racist 

mobs.

Anti-Immigrant Feelings

· Some Americans (Nativists) feared that new immigrants 

would never assimilate.

· Asians were prohibited from 

buying land in California.

Seattle's anti-Chinese riot of February 8, 

1886 

http://www.washington.edu/uwired/outreach/cspn/Website/Course Index/Lessons/15/15.html




http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1066/617576070_2c3b0790b0_o.jpg
http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1066/617576070_2c3b0790b0_o.jpg


- It was renewed 

several times by 

Congress before 

being repealed in 

1943 by the 

Supreme Court.

Chinese 

Exclusion Act 
(1882)

- It barred the 

immigration of 

Chinese laborers 

for 10 years.

http://www.cartoonstock.com/lowres/csl0663l.jpg


Urbanization – an increase in the size, population, and 

density of cities

Urbanization of Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Newsroom/NewImages/images.php3?img_id=17471


Cities Grow

1920 – 1/2 of Americans lived in cities

• Factory jobs sparked an increase in the growth of cities after 

the Civil War.

Ex.) 1890 – 1/3 of Americans lived in cities



· Immigrants came to northern cities looking for work.

New York City population, total 

and by borough, from 1790 to 

2000. Figures in millions. 

Key:

New York City

The Bronx

Brooklyn

Manhattan

Queens

Staten Island

http://www.assembleme.com/2006/04/new-york-city-charts.html


http://www.cis.org/articles/2005/back142.gif


• African-Americans came to 

northern cities from the South 

looking for work and to escape 

racism. 

• This became known as the 

Great Migration.

In "the Promised Land" of Chicago, many 

black migrants still had to join picket lines to 

fight for fair wages. Some companies 

discriminated by placing restrictions upon 

the promotion and advancement of black 

workers, frequently preventing them from 

earning higher wages. Chicago, Illinois, July 

1941

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam011.html


http://www.inmotionaame.org/maps/large/8_003Mw.jpg


http://www.uic.edu/educ/bctpi/greatmigration2/dataviewer/usa/compareusa.html
http://www.uic.edu/educ/bctpi/greatmigration2/dataviewer/usa/USAleftcolumn.html


City Life

• Poor families struggled 

to survive in crowded 

slums living in 

tenements.

Hine, Lewis W.  - NYC tenement, 1910

• Tenements were 

overcrowded, dirty and 

oftentimes had no 

windows, heat, or indoor 

bathrooms.

http://www.eastman.org/fm/lwhprints/htmlsrc2/m197810260031_ful.html


http://www.authentichistory.com/postcivilwar/riis/159.html
http://www.gothamgazette.com/books/images/riisCover.jpg


Jacob Riis, 1889                                                               

“Lodgers in a Bayard Street Tenement, Five Cents a Spot"

http://www.usm.maine.edu/~lsavage/UrbanGeographyProjects/Tenements/index.htm


Bunks in a 

seven-cent 

lodging-house, 

Pell Street 

http://www.authentichistory.com/postcivilwar/riis/71.html


Jacob Riis – Men’s Lodging Room in the West 47th

Street Station – c. 1892

http://www.vazyvite.com/photo_us/newyork/tenement/mens_lodging_47st.jpg


The "Montgomery Guards" gang 

at the West 37th Street dock

http://www.authentichistory.com/postcivilwar/riis/179.html


Street cleaning, Fourth Street 

• Garbage collection and street cleaning began regularly.

Reform

http://www.authentichistory.com/postcivilwar/riis/12.html


Typical tenement fire-escape serving as an extension of the flat: Allen Street 

• New buildings were required to have fire escapes and 

plumbing.

http://www.authentichistory.com/postcivilwar/riis/15.html


• Separate residential and industrial zones were developed.

http://nbii-nin.ciesin.columbia.edu/jamaicabay/images/jb_watershed_land_use_lg.jpg


Help for the Poor

• Salvation Army, YMCA, YWCA

http://yelnick.typepad.com/photos/uncategorized/salvation_army_1.jpg
http://www.wasagabeach.com/media/pics - logos/ymcalogo.jpg
http://content.answers.com/main/content/wp/en/thumb/5/59/250px-YWCA_In_Service_for_the_Girls_of_the_World_-_Poster,_1919_s58d.5.jpg


Hull House in the early 1900’s (above) and 

Jane Addams in the 1930’s (right).

Hull House – a settlement house set up by Jane Addams to 

assist immigrants new to the country

http://www.chicagohs.org/history/1stfacts/gif/hullhouse.jpg


Hull-House Nursery, ca. 1890s 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/Library/peace/Exhibits/janeaddams/photoshullhouse/Nursery1.jpg


Cities Take on a New Look 

- High-rise buildings, including skyscrapers, were built due to 

a lack of space.

(left) The Chrysler Building was the world's tallest building from 27 May 1930 to 1931. 

(right) The Empire State Building was the world's tallest building from 1931 to 1972. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysler_Building


- Urban parks, such as Central Park, 

were designed in order to preserve 

open spaces. 

http://www.nyctourist.com/images/maps/map_hoods4.gif
http://blogs.zdnet.com/open-source/images/central-park-picture.jpg


- Trolleys and subways were developed in order to make 

transportation more efficient.

A train of Brooklyn Union elevated cars circa 1907 belonging to the New York Transit 

Museum collection. 

http://www.nycsubway.org/cars/museum.html


Trolleys, downtown Westborough, Massachusetts

http://www.westborough.com/Photos/troll.jpg


Shopping, Sports, and Entertainment

- Macy’s opens a nine-story building in New York City.

Macy’s, New York City, 1964Macy’s, New York CityMacy’s, New York City, 1902

http://www.nyc-architecture.com/MID/MID074.htm
http://blog.thirdphaze.com/uploaded_images/macys-723096.jpg
http://macys-new-york-city.visit-new-york-city.com/


- Baseball, football, and basketball gain in popularity.

The Cuban Giants began life in 1885 as a team 

that entertained guests at the Argyle Hotel in 

the resort town of Babylon, Long Island.

- Basketball was invented by James Naismith in 1891.

http://sextant.cnu.edu/Blackwell-rev_files/image018.gif
http://cache.eb.com/eb/image?id=9877&rendTypeId=4
http://hoopedia.nba.com/index.php/Image:Antique-basketball-7.jpg


- Vaudeville shows became 

extremely popular.

Ex: comedians, song and dance 

routines, and acrobats

- Music such as ragtime became 

extremely popular.

Example: Scott Joplin – an 

African-American composer

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/easton/vaudeville/audio.html
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/easton/vaudeville/movies.html
http://content.answers.com/main/content/wp/en/thumb/a/a6/300px-Maple_Leaf_Rag.PNG
http://www.palisadesvirtuosi.org/scott_joplin_29.jpe


* Music, sports and 

vaudeville brought 

Americans from different 

cultures together and 

helped to encourage 

assimilation.

http://www.graphicwitness.org/group/pkmix.jpg

