
Objective: To examine the U.S. homefront during World 

War I. USHC 5.4 

Do Now: Should the U.S. reinstitute a draft? Why, or 

why not? 

http://www.cartoonstock.com/newscartoons/directory/d/draft.asp


Selective Service Act (1917) – required all men from the age 

of 21 to 30 to register for the military draft 

World War I – The Homefront 

· By 1918, approximately 4 million Americans joined the 

armed forces. 

http://www.sss.gov/


Examples:  

• “wheatless Monday’s” 

•“meatless Tuesday’s” 

Organizing the War Effort 

Food: 

· Americans learned to 

conserve food for the 

soldiers. 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/posters/usa2.htm


http://www.firstworldwar.com/posters/usa.htm


http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/haventohome/haven-century.html
http://www.firstworldwar.com/posters/images/pp_us_13.jpg




· In order to support the 

troops “victory gardens” 

were grown by people 

throughout the nation. 

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm237.html


http://bp0.blogger.com/_zM5jeKrjJgA/Rxuh6DGXaqI/AAAAAAAAAJk/fcF6q35gv0w/s1600-h/VGWW1_NorthamptonMA.jpg


· The War Industries Board told factories 

what to produce and the War Labor Board 

settled labor disputes. 

Labor: 
'Women working 

in larger munitions 

factories were 

known as Canaries 

because they dealt 

with TNT which 

caused their skin to 

turn yellow. 

Around 400 

women died from 

overexposure to 

TNT during World 

War One. Other 

hazards were more 

obvious and minor 

problems were 

common.' From the biography of a 'Munitionette', Miss Joan Williams  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone/hq/hfront2_02.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone/glossary/index.shtml


· Women took over the jobs of 

men fighting in the war. 

Woman In a Factory 

During World War I  

http://www.picturehistory.com/product/id/7631


Public Support: 

· The government raised over 

$21 billion through the sale of 

Liberty Bonds. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:LibertyBond-WinsorMcCay.jpg


Cartooning for Victory:  

World War I Instructions to Artists 

 

 During World War I, the United States fought a war of 

ideas with unprecedented ingenuity and organization. 

President Woodrow Wilson established the Committee on 

Public Information (CPI) to manage news and solicit 

widespread support for the war at home and abroad. Under the 

energetic direction of Mississippi newspaper editor George 

Creel, the CPI churned out national propaganda through 

diverse media including films, cartoons, and 

speeches. The CPI’s home-front propaganda cartoons were 

no laughing matter. The Bureau of Cartoons, headed by 

George Hecht, exhorted cartoonists to use their 

popular medium to support the war effort. 



To the cartoonists of America: 

 

 The floating of Liberty Loans is largely a problem of 

education. It is a question of bringing home to the mass of 

people the fact that it is their patriotic duty to invest all 

the money they can in Liberty Bonds. 

 

 There are few means of publicity that can equal 

cartoons in effectiveness in bringing home to every American 

his obligation to buy Liberty Bonds. 

 

 I appreciate deeply the splendid service that you, cartoonists 

of America, have rendered during the past three loan campaigns 

and I feel confident that you may be counted on in this present 

drive to do even more. 

  

 Make Each Liberty Loan Cartoon Count. 



The cartoonist has here an opportunity to show graphically 

just what the bond quota of his local community will purchase. 

A $50 bond will buy: 

• 14 rifle grenades. 

• 160 first-aid packages to dress wounds. 

• Truck knives for an entire rifle company. 

A $100 bond will: 

• Clothe a soldier. 

• Buy 5 rifles. 

• Feed a soldier for 8 months. 

A $1,000 bond will buy: 

• An X-ray apparatus outfit. 

• Pistols for an entire company. 

How Your Liberty Bond Will Fight 



$5,000 worth of bonds will buy: 

• 1 Liberty truck. 

• 7 Lewis machine guns. 

$50,000 worth of bonds will: 

• Maintain a submarine for over a year. 

• Construct a base hospital with 500 beds. 

$100,000 Will buy 5 fighting airplanes. 

$1,000,000 worth of bonds will maintain a battleship 

for a year. 

$1,800,000 worth of bonds will build one destroyer. 

$28,000,000 worth of bonds will build one new 

battleship complete. 



http://www.rare-posters.com/3436.html




http://www.harrisoncountyky.us/ww1/images/image_of_i_want_you_poster_by_jm_flagg.jpg

