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President John F. Kennedy 

JFK – Election and Assassination: 

· Democrat John F. Kennedy defeated 

the Republican Richard Nixon in the 

presidential election of 1960. 

President-elect John 

F. Kennedy, left, 

shakes hands with 

Vice President 

Richard M. Nixon 

after a post-election 

conference in 

Miami, Nov. 14, 

1960. 

http://www.medaloffreedom.com/JohnFKennedy21.jpg


· In 1963, Pres. Kennedy was 

assassinated by Lee Harvey 

Oswald in Dallas, Texas. 



Jack Ruby, shot 

Lee Harvey 

Oswald on 

November 24th, 

1963, as the 

Dallas Police 

was 

transferring 

Oswald to the 

county jail.  

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/JFKoswald3.jpg


President Lyndon Johnson 

· Vice-president Lyndon Johnson was named President upon 

the assassination of John F. Kennedy in 1963. 

Lyndon B. 

Johnson 

takes the 

oath of 

office 

aboard Air 

Force One 

in Dallas, 

Texas, 

November 

22, 1963.  

http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/johnson/av.hom/images/1A-1-WH63.JPG


· Pres. Johnson developed a series of new programs called the 

Great Society aimed at increasing the standard of living of 

Americans. 

Great Society Programs: 

- Medicare 

helped pay 

the 

hospital 

bills for 

citizens 

over the 

age of 65. 

http://www.nationalpress.org/doc_img/359662.gif


- Medicaid 

gave states 

money to help 

poor people 

pay for 

medical care. 

http://www.cartoonstock.com/lowres/efi0037l.jpg


- The Economic 

Opportunity Act 

helped the poor by 

offering job 

training and loans. 

- Congress created 

the Department of 

Housing and 

Urban 

Development 

(HUD) to build 

low-income 

housing. 

“Kindly Move Over A Little, Gentlemen” 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/images/s03411u.jpg


1968: Year of Crisis 

· Americans 

protested 

against the 

Vietnam War 

across the 

country. 



· Thousands of college students burned draft cards and 

refused to serve in the military. 

http://www.picturehistory.com/images/products/1/9/6/prod_19684.jpg


· Presidential candidate Senator Robert Kennedy was 

assassinated. 

Sirhan Sirhan, convicted 

killer of Robert Kennedy, in 

a 1997 photo. 
Robert F. Kennedy 

http://www.artsjournal.com/herman/images/sirhan sirhan in 1997.jpg
http://teachingamericanhistorymd.net/000001/000000/000090/images/rk.gif


· Republican Richard Nixon defeated Democrat Hubert 

Humphrey. 

Election of 1968: 

http://www.hudsonlibrary.org/Hudson Website/Images/Web Collection/Posters/Nixon-Agnew.jpg


Richard Nixon              

as President 

· Pres. Nixon opposed 

parts of the Great 

Society programs and 

cut funds for job 

training, low-income 

housing and education. 

http://www.hudsonlibrary.org/Hudson Website/Images/Web Collection/Posters/Nixon.jpg


· Nixon easily defeated Democratic Senator George 

McGovern to win reelection in 1972. 

George McGovern 

Richard Nixon 

http://members.aol.com/pbchowka/1972nixon-pbchowka.jpg
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/washington/images/2008/03/25/geomcgovernpic.jpeg


· The burglars 

were linked 

to Nixon’s 

reelection 

committee, 

but Nixon 

said that he 

was not 

involved in 

the scandal. 

The Watergate Affair: In June of 1972, police caught five 

men breaking into the Democratic headquarters in the 

Watergate apartment building in Washington, D.C. 

http://www.asu.edu/lib/archives/rhodes/watergate7a.jpg


· However, 

Nixon made 

secret tapes 

of all 

conversations 

in his office, 

in which he 

was caught 

on tape 

talking about 

trying to 

cover up the 

Watergate 

break-in. 



· In the meantime, Vice 

President Spiro Agnew 

was accused of taking 

bribes and was forced to 

resign. 

http://img.timeinc.net/time/magazine/archive/covers/1973/1101731008_400.jpg


· Pres. Nixon then assigned Representative Gerald Ford as his 

new Vice-President. 

http://www.historycentral.com/sixty/60's/fordvp.jpg


http://www.jamd.com/search?assettype=g&assetid=2669160&text=nixon+impeachment+articles


· In August of 1974, Nixon resigned from office rather than go 

through an impeachment trial. 

http://mrzine.monthlyreview.org/NixonResignsNYT488.gif


http://markmaynard.com/media/Watergate-Nixon-resign2.jpg


A Time to Heal 

• Vice-President Ford was named President upon Nixon’s 

resignation. 

http://homepage.mac.com/lianabanana/blog/C1680919799/E20070103005941/Media/27ford.xlarge5.jpg


• Pres. Ford 

then granted 

Nixon  “full, 

free and 

absolute 

pardon”. 

http://www.charmaineyoest.com/uploads/ford_pardoning_nixon.jpg


• Ford lost a close race 

for reelection in 1976 to 

the Democrat Jimmy 

Carter. 

http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/jimmy-carter2.jpg

