
Objective: To 

examine the 

impact of the Red 

Scare on 

American society. 
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· People feared a 

communist revolution 

would occur in the 

U.S. 

Fear of Radicals 
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· Since many 

anarchists were 

immigrants, 

discrimination 

against immigrants 

increased. 
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· During the Red 

Scare, thousands of 

supposed communists 

and anarchists were 

arrested. 
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Sacco and Vanzetti 

· Italian immigrants Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti 

were charged with robbery and murder in 1920. 
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Protest to save Sacco and Vanzetti in London, England in 

1921.  
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· Sacco and Vanzetti were 

admitted anarchists, but 

claimed that they had not 

committed any crimes. 
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· With little evidence against 

them, Sacco and Vanzetti 

were sentenced to death in 

1927. 
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The day a slumbering but awful God,               

Before time to eternity is blown,                   

Examines by the same unyielding rod                

These images of His with hearts of stone—       

These men who do not die, but death decree,     

These are the men I should not care to be!  

- From “Not Sacco and Vanzetti” by Countee Cullen  



· The Emergency 

Quota Act of 1921 

set up a quota 

system allowing 

only a certain 

number of people 

from each country 

into the U.S. 

Closing the 

Golden Door 
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NW Europe and 

Scandinavia 

Eastern and 

Southern Europe 
Other Countries 

Country    Quota   Country Quota   Country Quota 

Germany 51,227   Poland 5,982   

Africa 

(other than 

Egypt) 

1,100 

Great Britain 34,007   Italy 3,845   Armenia 124 

Ireland 28,567   Czech. 3,073   Australia 121 

Sweden 9,561   Russia 2,248   Palestine 100 

Norway 6,453   Yug. 671   Syria 100 

              

Total # 142,483   Total # 18,439   Total # 3,745 

Total (%) 86.5   Total % 11.2   Total (%)  2.3 

Who Was Shut Out?: Immigration Quotas, 1925–1927 



* However, people from the 

Western Hemisphere were 

unaffected by the quota, and 

thousands of Mexicans and 

Canadians entered the U.S. 

* The law favored Protestant 

nations from Northern Europe. 
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